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[bookmark: _GoBack]Multiple Choice and Essay Questions
Please answer the following 6 multiple choice questions and provided a written rationale for each answer (2-4 sentences each). Worth 10 points each.
1. Assessment data are most appropriately used to
a. mislabel students.
b. Make decisions about students.
c. Avoid the need for testing students.
d. Remove students from mainstream settings.
Rationale for the answer: The assessment data helps in understanding the student’s learning ability. Through this information, the teacher is able to make decision on how to improve the student’s areas of weakness. 
2. A primary purpose of assessment is to facilitate
a. special-education services.
b. testing procedures.
c. Decision making.
d. Observations and interviews.
Rationale for the answer: Assessment provides both the teacher and the students with information that can help to determine the next teaching and learning steps. As a result, assessment facilitates decision making process in teaching and learning process. 
3. Assessment results must
a. not be shared with the child/parent unless there is a clinical need to do so
b. be displayed consistent with practices in the field and described in technical language
c. be explained in language understandable to the child/parents
Rationale for the answer: Assessment is meant to help everyone involved in the teaching and learning process understands the progress of the learner. Therefore, the results must be explained to all stakeholders, especially parents or students who may not know how to interpret the assessment results. 
4. Adaptive behavior might be viewed as
a. Conforming to expectations of society.
b. Doing what is best for one’s mental health.
c. something that schools do not have to assess.
d. An index of one’s personality.
Rationale for the answer: Adaptive behavior refers to an individual’s ability to complete daily tasks as it reflects on the individual’s social and practical competence. In the context of education, adaptive behavior is understood as the behaviors that meets the needs of the community of the learner. 
5. The ideal respondent to interview about a student’s adaptive behavior is a person who is
a. trained as a teacher, but who is not currently working as a teacher.
b. Related to the student, preferably a parent.
c. Familiar with the student, who has seen the student in most contexts, and who will be truthful.
d. recommended by the student as the person who knows most about him or her.
Rationale for the answer: Adaptive behavior refers to the day-to-day life skills such as talking, getting dressed, walking, preparing a meal, and cleaning the house. The ideal person to answer all these questions is someone who sees the child close or related to the child such as a parent who sees him or her every day as he or she goes about his or her daily activities. 
6. The best way to perform a direct assessment might be to
a. interview the child
b. interview the child’s teachers
c. observe the child in his classroom
d. Take ABC data on the child’s behavior in an observation room.
Rationale for the answer: Direct assessment involves looking at the actual work that the student is involved in. Observing the child in his classroom is one way to sample the student’s performance. 
Essay Questions
Please answer the following 2 essay questions (3-4 paragraphs each). Worth 20 points each
1. Please identify the components of a comprehensive diagnostic evaluation for ASD. Include the important elements of a comprehensive history as well as what are the important features to assess when observing a child’s behavior.
When a child has an autism spectrum disorder (ASD), it is important that he or she be taken to a professional who is able to complete and thoroughly evaluate him or her. Some evaluators use comprehensive evaluations to determine the child’s ASD diagnosis. The components of a comprehensive evaluation include hearing screening, developmental/cognitive testing, speech, and language assessment, genetic testing, motor skills, sensory sensitivities, executive functioning, neurological testing, co-occurring or differential diagnoses, parent or caregiver interview, child observation and adaptive functions (CAR Resource Directory, 2015; Huerta & Lord, 2012). Each of these components helps the evaluator to assess and determine the child’s ASD diagnosis. 
For example, through speech and language assessment, the evaluator is able to determine the level of difficulty that the child has in regards to the verbal communication. This is achieved by focusing on two important features, language, and speech. In the language feature, the evaluator looks at the receptive and expressive abilities of the child. In speech feature, the evaluator checks at the articulation, stuttering, lisps, speed, and volume. Further, through the child’s observation, the evaluator is able to collect important first-hand data regarding the child’s symptoms and behavior. Observation can be done at the child’s home or school (CAR Resource Directory, 2015).  
One of the elements of comprehensive history is parent interviews. In this element, the evaluator provides the parent or the caregiver with a questionnaire to obtain more information regarding the child’s developmental and medical history. The features to assess in such interviews include the serious infections, chronic conditions, injuries that the child may have experienced, sleeping problems, concussion, and seizures (CAR Resource Directory, 2015). Also, the evaluator will be seeking to determine the social functioning, learning difficulties and educational programming of the child (Huerta & Lord, 2012). The key interviews that evaluator can use to collect this information include the Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised or ADI-R and Diagnostic Interview for Children and Adolescents or DICA-IV (CAR Resource Directory, 2015).
2. Describe the differences between the ABLLS and the VB-MAPP, and why you might use or prefer one over the other. 
The two have differences in the composition of the social skills and play section. Each of them is developed to cater for a different set of skills in the children with autism to enhance their social interaction and development with the environment and the people around. VB-MAPP is composed of 15 milestones dealing with social and play section of the assessment designed with the goal to improve the social interaction (Mathewson, 2018). However, the ABLLS is made up of 25 social skill set. The 25 collection areas of the ABLLS majorly focuses on the task whereby the child is compelled to compete to master the skills provided in the tool.
According to Autism Training Solution (2009), ABLLS is not developmentally sequenced as VB-MAPP. The VB-MAPP is developmentally sequenced comprising of the assessment tool. Unlike ABLLS that never received any test in the field, VB-MAPP received a field test done with the autistic children as the participants. This was to test the credibility and feasibility of this tool in helping children with autism. 
The two also have the difference in the assessment criterion. The ABLLS mainly focus on the skills to be mastered by the child in the training process (Autism Training Solution, 2009). Conversely, the VB-MAPP focuses on both skills and the barriers during the training. The interventionist using the VB-MAPP can be able to realize the obstacles that hinder the child from mastering the skills appropriately.
Comparing the differences between the two tools; VB-MAPP and ABLLS, I would prefer to use the VB-MAPP over ABLLS. This is because VB-MAPP is comprehensive to ease the intervention process of the behavior analyst and the child. I believe the through the VB-MAPP the child can master the training and enhance the social interaction process faster than using the ABLLS that focuses on skills than other spectra in the training process.
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